
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Sectionalism, Civil War, and Reconstruction 
 
Unit Designers: Karin Dionne, April Lemmings, Maddy Cornish & Jacqlyn Young 
 
Level(s): 8th Grade 

 
Time Span: 6-8 Weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech    Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
Students learn the basics of the American Civil War, including comparative strengths and weaknesses of 
the North and South. The unit focuses on the causes, major battles, events and turning points of the war. 
Students get a basic overview of Reconstruction / the social and political repercussions of the war. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
2007 Maine Learning Results – Social Studies 
History 
E.1.(b) - Identify and analyze major historical 
eras, major enduring themes, turning points, 
events, consequences, and people in the history 
of Maine, the United States and various regions 
of the world. 
E.1.(d) – Analyze interpretations of historical 
events that are based on different perspectives 
and evidence. 
Economics 
C.1.(a) - Explain that economics is the study of 
how scarcity requires choices about what, how, 
for whom, and in what quantity to produce, and 
how scarcity relates to market economy, 
entrepreneurship, supply and demand, and 
personal finance. 
Geography 
D1(c) Identify the major regions of the Earth 
and their major physical features and political 
boundaries using a variety of geographic tools. 
 
 

Common Core:  Literacy in Social Studies 
R2 Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge 
or opinions. 
R4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to history/social studies. 
R6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s 
point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 
inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
R8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned 
judgment in a text. 
W4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Skills: 
 Ability to read an interpret maps, charts, and graphs. 
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LISBON SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 
UNIT DESIGN OUTLINE 

 



Enduring Understandings: 
Economics, race, and politics were issues directly involved with Sectionalism, the Civil War and 
Reconstruction.  
Personal interests often cause or contribute to conflict.  
In war (and in life), every side has strengths and weaknesses, and sometimes they’re hard to predict. 
People (or groups) may have entirely different perspectives on the same event.   
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
What was the role of race in early American history (Revolution through Reconstruction)? 
What were some of the causes and effects of the Civil War? 
What were the economic impacts of the Civil War? 
 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 
Vocabulary: Sectionalism 
Popular sovereignty  
Scarcity  
Secession  
Draft 
Profiteer  
Scalawags / carpet baggers  
Border states  
Impeach  
Abolitionist  
Blockade  
Embargo  
Siege Ironclads  
Theater 
 
Ideas, People & Events:  

Regional economy & 
geography 
Total War  
John Brown’s Raid  
Fort Sumter  
Harriet Beecher Stowe / 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin  
Antietem  
Vicksburg  
Gettysburg  
54th Regiment of 
Massachusetts  
20th Regiment of Maine / 
Joshua Chamberlain  
George McClellan  
Robert E. Lee  
Ulysses S. Grant  
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson  

Lincoln  
Davis  
Johnson  
Kansas-Nebraska Act  
Bleeding Kansas  
Fugitive Slave Law  
Compromise of 1850  
Union’s Three-Part Plan / 
Anaconda Plan  
Confederacy’s Defensive 
Plan  
Civil War Amendments  
Underground Railroad  
Dred Scott Decision  
Jim Crow Laws / Black 
Codes  
Gettysburg Address  
Emancipation Proclamation 

 Knowledge: 
 The State of Maine entered the United States as a result of the slavery issue and sectional tension. 
 The United States went through a period of rapid growth from 1783 through 1853, and this  
  sometimes created problems. 
 Skills: 
 Analyzing different perspectives (e.g., John Brown: hero, or villain?). 
 Students are able to explain how economic, social, and political factors all contribute to conflict,  
  and are sometimes hard to distinguish. 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Civil War Essay (EOU Assessment) 
Informal assessments (class discussions, questions of the day, HW assignments, “defend a position” (e.g., 
Underground Railroad: theft or humanitarian act?), three headlines from Northern or Southern 
newspapers, etc., political cartoons, timelines, illustrations, etc. 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Above informal assessments 
EdHelper worksheets (reading selections and related questions) 
Fort Sumter newspaper article E1d (R6) 
Sectionalism PowerPoint  E1b (R2)(R4) 
Excerpts from Uncle Tom’s Cabin E1d (R2) (R6) 
Mapping Exercises (labeling Union, Confederate, Border states, etc.) D1a 
Self-selected Project covering one of the important people or events of this unit 
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Excerpts from Gettysburg (movie), and Ken Burns Civil War documentary.   



Night John & Sarny by Gary Paulsen 
Class Discussions C1a (R6) (R8) 
Webquest: http://teacherportfolio.indstate.edu/jnorris/civil_war_webquest.htm 
Formal Assessment: Blue and Grey E1b (R2) (D4) (W4) 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Further reading in historical novels or historical fiction novels (e.g., Killer Angels, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 
etc.) 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Web site: www.pdmusic.org/civilwar.html   
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/civilwar/ 
Internet research (e.g., www.pbs.org, etc.) 
PowerPoint 
Pages (poster and brochure options for projects, and for creating visual representations) 
Videos (above) 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Prentice Hall American Nation  
Uncle Tom’s Cabin  
Historical fiction novels, poems, and short stories 
Videos, DVDs, websites, etc.  
 

 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
 

Approved: summer revisions 6.23.2011  3/3 

Blue and Grey 

http://teacherportfolio.indstate.edu/jnorris/civil_war_webquest.htm
http://www.pdmusic.org/civilwar.html
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/civilwar/
http://www.pbs.org/

